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F   REWORD
As the UN@80 campaign reminded us of eight decades of collective progress and partnership, the final 
quarter of 2025 offered a vivid reflection of Zambia’s resilience, ingenuity, and commitment to shared 
development. Across the country, communities showcased how collaboration and determination 
continue to drive meaningful transformation.

One of the standout moments was the appointment of Patson Daka as a Goodwill Ambassador to 
champion the global quest for Zero Hunger. His role energized public engagement around food security 
and emphasized the importance of ensuring that every household has consistent access to nutritious 
food. In Eastern Province, communities demonstrated how clean and affordable energy can reshape 
livelihoods. Through the adoption of innovative technologies and sustainable practices, households 
improved productivity, reduced environmental pressure, and opened new economic opportunities.

This period also shone a spotlight on inclusion and human rights as essential foundations for national 
progress. The commemoration of the International Day of Persons with Disabilities in Mansa reaffirmed 
UN dedication to advancing accessibility, empowering persons with disabilities, and ensuring their 
participation in decision-making at all levels. Human Rights Day further reminded citizens that rights 
are not abstract ideals but the everyday essentials that protect dignity, equality, and justice.

Zambia’s leadership in the HIV response remained strong. The National Symposium and World AIDS 
Day brought renewed commitment to reducing new infections, culminating in the launch of the 2025–
2030 HIV Prevention Roadmap. The introduction of new prevention tools, including modern long-
acting options, marked a significant milestone in strengthening national efforts to safeguard health 
and wellbeing.

Partnerships continued to be central to progress. Coordinated efforts supported access to essential 
services such as eye care for refugee and host communities, while enhanced collaboration with 
international partners contributed to supporting drought-affected households with food and 
livelihoods assistance. These initiatives reflected an enduring spirit of solidarity—working hand-in-
hand with government, civil society, and communities to ensure that no one is left behind.

As we look ahead, the UN@80 campaign served not only as a celebration of the past but also as a call 
to action for the future. Together, we continue to power progress, advance inclusion, and build a more 
resilient, equitable, and prosperous Zambia for generations to come.

Beatrice Mutali
Resident Coordinator of the UN System in Zambia 
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International Day of Persons with Disabilities

The United Nations Country Team (UNCT) joined communities, 
Government leaders, and partners in commemorating the 
International Day of Persons with Disabilities (IDPD) on 3 
December, 2025 in Mansa district of Luapula Province. The 
commemoration set the tone for a day that was not only about 
recognition, but about reaffirming shared responsibility.

Observed under the theme “Fostering disability-inclusive 
societies for advancing social progress,” the event highlighted 
the need to place disability inclusion at the heart of social 
development, from policy to practice, and from national plans 
to everyday community life. It served as a powerful reminder 
that disability inclusion is not a distant aspiration, but an urgent 
imperative woven into Zambia’s social progress.

The UNCT reaffirmed its commitment to building on the 
momentum of the recent Second World Summit for Social 
Development, where global leaders renewed their resolve to 
ensure that persons with disabilities are active participants and 
leaders in all spheres of society.

As persons with disabilities shared their lived experiences, some 
speaking of persistent barriers to accessing services, others of 
opportunities unlocked through inclusive support, the message 
was clear. Progress is possible, but only when inclusion is 
intentional. These testimonies echoed global commitments 

made earlier this year in Doha, underscoring that persons 
with disabilities must play a central role in shaping social 
transformation.
In remarks delivered by Reuben Sapetulu, UNICEF Child 
Protection Officer, on behalf of the UN Resident Coordinator, a.i., 
emphasis was placed on collective responsibility. He reminded 
participants that the day was not merely symbolic, but about 
action and accountability.

“This occasion is not just a commemoration,” he noted, “but 
a powerful reminder of our collective responsibility to build 
societies that are truly inclusive, equitable, and just, where 
diversity is celebrated, and social progress is meaningful for 
everyone.”

The remarks reinforced a shared truth, that development cannot 
be sustainable if it excludes those most often left behind. The 
UN in Zambia reaffirmed its commitment to working alongside 
Government, civil society, and Organizations of Persons with 
Disabilities to dismantle physical, social, and institutional 
barriers, and to promote systems that enable dignity, autonomy, 
and participation.

Delivering a speech on behalf of the President of the Republic 
of Zambia, Mr. Hakainde Hichilema, the Minister of Community 
Development and Social Services, Hon. Doreen Mwamba, 
emphasized that disability inclusion is a human rights imperative 
and a national development priority and not an act of charity. 
She highlighted milestones such as the launch of the National 
Policy on Persons with Disabilities and the National Disability 
Mainstreaming Guidelines, developed in partnership with the UN 
in Zambia, while reaffirming Government’s commitment to full 
implementation of the Persons with Disabilities Act, allocating 
adequate resources, and advancing ratification of the African 
Disability Protocol.

As the gathering in Mansa drew to a close, it left behind more than 
speeches. It left renewed momentum, a reminder that inclusive 
societies are built through sustained action, partnership, and 
the unwavering belief that when persons with disabilities thrive, 
society as a whole moves forward.
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Zambia’s Bold Migration Governance Revolution
In the heart of Lusaka, where stories of migration and opportunity 
meet, a new chapter begun as the International Organization for 
Migration (IOM) handed over the Integrated Migration Management 
Information System (IMMIS) and launched the National Migration 
Data Strategy (2026-2030) signaling an inclusive migration future 
for Zambia. 

The official launch of the National Migration Data Strategy (2026–
2030) and the handover of the IMMIS was more than a ceremonial 
milestone, it marked the beginning of a new era in how Zambia 
understands, manages, and benefits from human mobility. 

Migration has long been part of Zambia’s story as it is a country of 
origin, transit, and destination, managing complex and mixed flows 
across eight borders. These movements are driven by work, refuge, 
family, and trade, shaping the social and economic landscape. 

Speaking during the handover and launch event, IOM Zambia 
Chief of Mission, Keisha Livermore highlighted that “Migration is 
not just a demographic phenomenon; it is a development reality 
that shapes economies, societies, and futures. Yet for many years, 
Zambia’s ability to manage migration effectively was weakened 
by fragmented data, statistics scattered across institutions, 
inconsistently defined, and often inaccessible. 

The launch of IMMIS and the National Migration Data Strategy 
changes that. For Zambia, these tools are more than a technological 
achievement; it is a governance transformation, firmly aligning 
Zambia with global frameworks like the Global Compact for Safe, 
Orderly and Regular Migration and the Sustainable Development 

Goals, particularly 
Target 17.18 on 
enhancing data 
availability.

The IMMIS brings 
Zambia into a new 
era where frontline 
border officers can 
instantly access 
critical, harmonized 
data; where planners 
can forecast with 
confidence; and where 
migration policies are 
grounded in real-time 
evidence rather than 
assumptions.

“Reliable migration data is not just numbers, it is the foundation 
for protecting migrants, combating trafficking in persons, and 

integrating migration into development planning,” She said.

The Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Home Affairs and Internal 
Security, Dickson Matembo reminded the audience during 
the launch that Zambia’s journey to mainstream migration 
into development planning and reaffirmed the Government’s 
commitment to ensuring that migration governance remains 
evidence-based, inclusive, and aligned with Vision 2030 and the 
SDGs. 

“For many years, migration-related data in Zambia was fragmented 
across institutions, making it difficult to formulate coherent policies 
and monitor trends effectively. However, the development and 
handover of IMMIS by the IOM changes this narrative,” he stated,

The Permanent Secretary also expressed heartfelt appreciation 
to the United Nations system, particularly IOM, whose technical 
expertise and financial support through the IOM Development 
Fund made both IMMIS and the National Migration Data Strategy 
possible. He acknowledged IOM as a steadfast partner in Zambia’s 
migration governance journey.

“Today we celebrate progress, but tomorrow, real work begins. The 
launch is not an end in itself; it is the beginning of a new chapter in 
Zambia’s migration governance,” he said. 

He further noted that the implementation of these tools, will 
require enduring commitment, strong collaboration, and sustained 
investment across institutions and sectors. “Let us invest in 
capacity building, strengthen inter-agency coordination, and 
embrace innovation so that Zambia becomes a regional leader 
in migration data governance. The journey ahead will not be easy, 
but with unity of purpose and shared responsibility, we can build 
a future where migration is safe, orderly, and beneficial for all,” the 
Permanent Secretary noted. 
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China Contributes to WFP to Deliver Emergency Food 
Assistance For Communities Struck by Drought in Zambia

In October 2025, the United  United Nations World Food Programme 
(WFP) welcomed a contribution from the Government of the 
People’s Republic of China to locally procure over 6,000 metric 
tonnes of maize to deliver food assistance for drought-affected 
communities in Zambia.

Channelled through China’s Global Development and South-South 
Cooperation Fund, the funding will be used to procure maize from 
local markets to support nearly 190,000 vulnerable people (over 
37,000 families) in eight districts across Southern and Western 
provinces for a period of three months.

The donation was handed over to Her Honour, the Vice President 
of Zambia, Honourable Dr W.K. Mutale Nalumango, during a 
ceremony held at the Disaster Management and Mitigation Unit 
(DMMU) office in Lusaka. Receiving the donation, Dr Nalumango 
expressed gratitude to the Chinese Government for the timely 
assistance, highlighting the enduring friendship and solidarity 
between the two countries.

“China remains a steadfast friend and partner to Zambia, sharing in 
the challenges and the progress of our development journey. This 
financial contribution will promptly procure maize for vulnerable 
communities, support local markets, and reinforce our shared 

commitment to food security and humanitarian relief. We look 
forward to expanding cooperation with the Zambian Government 
and WFP to maximise impact and sustainability, ” said 
His Excellency the Ambassador of China to Zambia, Mr Han Jing.

She noted that support would be provided to targeted vulnerable 
households in Gwembe, Itezhi-Tezhi, Senanga, Sesheke, 
Shang’ombo, Siavonga, Sinazongwe and Sioma districts of 
Southern and Western provinces for a period of three months, 
during the peak of the lean season when many households face 
limited access to food.

WFP will work with DMMU, provincial authorities, and local 
leaders to ensure that the selection of families for assistance is 
transparent. Assistance will be prioritised for families with children, 
women-headed households, persons with disabilities, and those 
who suffered significant crop loss due to drought.

WFP Zambia Country Representative Cissy Kabasuuga expressed 
gratitude to the Chinese Government for its generous contribution, 
highlighting the importance of partnerships in addressing 
humanitarian challenges.
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Ruth joined her secondary school’s Adolescent Health Club, not 
knowing that this decision was gigantic in positioning her as a 
powerful voice and leader in championing sexual and reproductive 
health and rights (SRHR) among her peers. Like many adolescent 
girls, she had critical questions about growing up, relationships, 
and her body - questions that traditional classroom lessons, 
steeped in cultural silence, often didn’t answer.

“The club became a safe space where I could ask questions and 
not feel judged. A safe space where I began understanding myself, 
my body, and my future,” she recalls. “At first, I was shy to talk 
about things like contraception or sexual health,” she says with a 
laugh, “but the comprehensive training gave me confidence and 
courage to do so.” 

The training was part of the broader Safeguard Young People (SYP) 
Programme, a flagship initiative championed by United Nations 
Population Fund (UNFPA) in collaboration with regional partners 
like SAfAIDS. SYP is a multi-sectoral, multi-country programme 
in East and Southern Africa that aims to empower adolescents 
and young people (aged 10-24) to lead healthy, productive lives, 
free from sexually transmitted infections including HIV, early 
and unintended pregnancies, child marriages, and gender-based 
violence. The SYP initiative is funded by the governments of 
Switzerland and the Netherlands.

With support and engaging learning tools, Ruth and her fellow 
club members learned about SRHR, consent, and gender-based 
violence, issues that many girls face in silence. Equipped with 
her new knowledge, Ruth became a passionate advocate for 
adolescent and young people’s SRHR. She encouraged her 
classmates to delay sexual activity and instead, focus on their 
education, and gain knowledge on their reproductive health.

“We started holding small discussions during break time,” she 
explains. “It was powerful hearing that as peers we faced the same 
challenges when it came to navigating our growth. We supported 
each other to stay focused and shared aspirations on completing 
secondary school and pursuing our dream careers.” 

After completing secondary school, Ruth’s hard work paid off. She 
was accepted into university. During orientation week, she was 
surprised to see a familiar face: “I couldn’t believe it when I saw 
the team from SAfAIDS speaking to first-year students about youth 

health and leadership, extending the reach of the SYP initiative to 
the tertiary level. I felt inspired all over again.” 
That moment reignited her passion. She immediately joined the 
university’s Health Club and later received advanced training, 
becoming a Young, Smart, Safe Champion. This new role, 
rooted in the SYP’s goal of youth empowerment, deepened her 
understanding of condom programming, HIV prevention, and 
youth-friendly SRHR advocacy.

Today, Ruth serves as a focal point for condom access at her 
University and manages condom dispensers around campus, 
ensuring that students have access to protection discreetly and 
confidently.

“Every time I help a student access a condom, I remind myself 
that this small act, supported by the SYP initiative, can prevent an 
infection, an unplanned pregnancy, or even save a life,” she says 
proudly.

The Girl I Am, The Change I Lead: Ruth’s Advocacy for 
Adolescent Health and Education
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Menstrual Health Is A Human Rights Issue, Not Just A 
Health One

Everyone has a right to bodily autonomy. The ability to care for one’s 
body while menstruating is an essential part of this fundamental 
freedom. Yet, hundreds of millions of people lack access to 
menstrual products and adequate facilities for menstrual health. 
Every month, approximately 1.8 billion people menstruate. Only 
around two in five schools provide menstrual health education, 
and just 1 in 3 schools has bins for menstrual waste in girls’ toilets.

Menstrual health and hygiene are also linked to the fulfillment of 
girls’ and women’s rights, and gender equality, as outlined in the 
Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 6.2, which calls for access 
to adequate and equitable sanitation and hygiene for all.

Poor menstrual health and hygiene, exacerbated by stigma and 
taboos around menstruation, worsens social and economic 
inequalities. Insufficient resources and poor menstrual health 
can limit a person’s ability to attend school, work, or participate 
in society, diminishing their opportunities to thrive throughout life.

A simple, natural process of menstruation often carries a heavy 
burden for girls like 19-year-old Lilian from Mwandi District. 
“Sometimes, girls in our community are in class, and their 
periods start unexpectedly, causing stains on their uniforms. 
It’s embarrassing, and many even stay home until their period 
ends” shared 19-year-old Lilian, a beneficiary from UNFPA’s Safe 

Spaces initiative, implemented by the Young Women Christian 
Association. Her words paint a vivid picture of a challenge faced 
by countless girls in Zambia due to a lack of access to menstrual 
products.

Through peer education sessions, Lilian not only gained crucial 
knowledge but also built the confidence to manage her menstrual 
health. She was also provided with a pair of reusable pads and 
underwear. This intervention was a lifeline for Lilian, helping to 
break the cycle of period poverty and social stigma that affects 
many girls in her community. UNFPA Zambia collaborating with 
the Ministry of Health and LifeLine ChildlineLine Zambia is also 
distributing sanitary pads and pants targeting adolescents aged 
10 to 19 years through mobile health clinics in Eastern, Southern 
and Western Provinces.

There is wide agreement on what people need for good menstrual 
health. The essential elements include safe, acceptable, and 
reliable supplies to manage menstruation; privacy to change 
materials; facilities to safely and privately wash; and information 
to make informed choices. Comprehensive approaches that 
combine education with infrastructure and with products and 
efforts to tackle stigma are most successful in achieving good 
menstrual health.

To strengthen partnerships for inclusion, WFP Zambia Country 
Representative Cissy Kabasuuga met with Zambia Agency for 
Persons with Disabilities (ZAPD) Director General Frankson 
Musukwa and his team to discuss joint initiatives to empower 
persons with disabilities.

Furthermore, WFP partnered with ZAPD to host a two-day 
workshop for editors and reporters from various media houses. 
The training-built capacity for disability-inclusive reporting, 
emphasising dignity, accuracy, and accessibility in media 
coverage from language use to visual representation.

These efforts reflect WFP’s commitment to ensuring that 
persons with disabilities are not left behind in humanitarian 
and development programmes. By fostering collaboration and 
equipping media professionals with the right skills, WFP is helping 
to create more inclusive and responsible reporting.

Through partnerships and advocacy, WFP continues to champion 
disability inclusion as part of its broader mission to achieve 
Zero Hunger, ensuring that every individual has equal access to 
opportunities and support.

Strengthening Partnerships 
for Disability Inclusion
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Human Rights: Our Everyday Essentials 
Zambia Marks Human Rights Day 2025...
On 10 December, the world paused to mark Human Rights Day, 
commemorating the 77th anniversary of the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights (UDHR). In Zambia, the message was clear and 
urgent: human rights are not abstract legal concepts or distant 
ideals, they are the “Everyday Essentials” that form the very fabric 
of our lives.

A National Commitment to Dignity
The national commemoration, hosted by the Human Rights 
Commission, brought together the President of Zambia, the UN 
Resident Coordinator (RC), the UN Office of the High Commissioner 
for Human Rights (UN OHCHR), the United Nations Country Team 
(UNCT), the diplomatic community and various stakeholders in a 
powerful show of unity. The President and the RC reaffirmed that 
human rights are the bedrock of social cohesion and the engine of 
national progress.

The UN Resident Coordinator highlighted three guiding principles 
for the year:
•	 Positive: Human rights are a source of hope, stability, and 

unity.
•	 Essential: They underpin our most basic needs such as food, 

water, health, and safety.
•	 Attainable: They become reality when we collectively uphold 

justice and the rule of law.

Echoing this vision, the President pledged the Government’s 
unwavering commitment to safeguarding all citizens, especially 
vulnerable groups and ensuring a Zambia where everyone lived 
free from discrimination and harm.

More Than Words: The “Oxygen of Humanity”
Human rights are often described as the “oxygen of humanity.” 
They are woven into the simplest acts we often take for granted: 
the safety to speak our minds, the freedom to walk our streets, and 
the dignity of education. As UN Secretary-General António Guterres 
warned in his global address, these rights are currently under 
pressure from shrinking civic spaces and “callous indifference to 
human suffering.” He noted that rights must never take a backseat 
to profit or power.

“When we protect the most vulnerable, when we refuse to look 
away, when we speak up for the institutions that speak up for us, 
we keep human rights alive,”  said António Guterres, UN Secretary-
General.

Bringing the UDHR Home
In Zambia, the 30 articles of the UDHR are more than a historical 
document: they are the blueprint for every UN program, partnership 
and advocacy effort. From advancing gender equality to protecting 
the environment, these standards guide our daily work to ensure 
no one is left behind.

Visibility and Outreach
The commemoration featured an exhibition by the OHCHR of 
key human rights instruments, engaging partners and the public. 
Online, the RC’s message was amplified through social media 
platforms, including a video message and digital cards, ensuring 
broad outreach. The Resident Coordinator shared a message 
with UN staff, underscoring the UDHR’s enduring relevance and 
encouraging everyone to revisit its 30 articles. She also shared 
a copy of the UDHR will all staff. Furthermore, through a staff 
townhall, the UN Senior Human Rights Advisor emphasized the 
importance of the UDHR in the collective UN work and shared a 
video on the origins and significance of the UDHR.

Let us commit to making human rights a lived reality for 
everyone, everywhere. Because they aren’t just rights—they are 
our essentials.
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Government of Zambia and UNHCR Launch Forced 
Displacement Survey on Africa Statistics Day

Marking Africa Statistics Day on 18 November, the Government 
of the Republic of Zambia, through the Zambia Statistics Agency 
(ZamStats) and the Office of the Commissioner for Refugees 
(COR) within the Ministry of Home Affairs and Internal Security, 
together with UNHCR, launched a comprehensive socioeconomic 
assessment on refugees and local host communities in the 
country.

Dubbed the High-Level Forced Displacement Survey (FDS) Report 
Snapshot and funded by the European Union with support from 
UNICEF, the report seeks to generate robust evidence to guide 
inclusive, data-driven policymaking in line with Zambia’s National 
Refugee Policy (2023) and its Implementation Plan. It also 
establishes a baseline for refugees, former refugees, and host 
communities, enabling programme design and the measurement 
of long-term impacts of Zambia’s sustainability approach, which 
emphasizes private-sector solutions to forced displacement.

The assessment was conducted in three refugee-hosting 
areas—Meheba in Kalumbila, Mantapala in Nchelenge, and 
Mayukwayukwa in Kaoma—as well as in Lusaka, between April 
and August 2025. A sample of 4,310 families from refugee, former 
refugee, and host communities participated in the survey. While 
their circumstances vary, both groups face overlapping challenges 
that heighten protection risks and limit self-reliance.

Speaking at the launch event, Mr. Arefu Araki, Senior Development 
Officer at the UNHCR Multi-Country Office for Malawi, Zambia, 
and Zimbabwe, said: “This is a critical initiative that strengthens 
understanding of the profiles and needs of both refugees and host 
communities. By ensuring they are visible, heard, and counted, 
it provides an essential foundation for inclusive and sustainable 
policies and programmes.”

Key findings from the report include relatively high poverty rates, 
particularly in Mantapala. The data identifies challenges for primary 
students in transitioning to secondary school, as well as issues 
related to retention and completion, which require targeted support 
for adolescents from all groups: refugees, former refugees, and 
Zambians. Mobility remains limited, restricting access to broader 
opportunities for self-reliance for forcibly displaced persons. There 
are, however, positive indications regarding access to health 
services and identity documentation for refugees, facilitating their 
inclusion in national systems.

“The production of quality statistics is essential for data-driven 

decision-making that leads to more effective, transparent, and 
accountable governance, including economic growth and social 
justice, which is attainable as data helps identify and address 
inequalities, ensuring that all Africans have access to basic 
services and opportunities,” said Dr. Situmbeko Musokotwane, 
Minister of Finance and National Planning.

“ZamStats stands ready to continue leading the modernisation of 
our National Statistical System, strengthening partnerships, and 
delivering evidence that transforms lives. One of these partnerships 
is the tripartite Memorandum of Understanding between ZamStats, 
the Office of the Commissioner for Refugees, and the UN Refugee 
Agency that delivered the Forced Displacement Survey,” said 
Ms. Sheila Mudenda, Acting Statistician General, ZamStats. This 
initiative directly supports Zambia’s Global Refugee Forum pledge 
to ensure that by the end of 2025, refugees are included and 
distinctly reflected in national statistics, including census data.

The survey also promotes durable solutions, resilience-building, 
and development-oriented support, aligning with the Global 
Compact on Refugees and the overarching principle of leaving no 
one behind.

As of 31 October 2025, Zambia hosts 113,389 forcibly displaced 
people across 41,692 households, mainly residing in Meheba, 
Mayukwayukwa, and Mantapala settlements (76%), with the 
remainder living in urban areas (24%). Most new arrivals originate 
from the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC).
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Strengthening Livestock Health: WFP Donates 300 
Freeze-Free Cold Chain Boxes

In support of improved livestock health and 
smallholder farmers’ livelihoods, the World 
Food Programme (WFP) in Zambia handed 
over 300 freeze-free cold chain boxes (15 
litres each) to strengthen last-mile vaccine 
storage and handling.

“By strengthening the cold chain at the last 
mile, we are investing in a healthier livestock 
sector, more resilient farming communities 
and a more secure food system for 
families across the country,” said Cissy 
Kabasuuga WFP Zambia Country Director 
and Representative during the handover 

ceremony held at the Ministry of Fisheries 
and Livestock.  “We are honoured to support 
the Ministry of Fisheries and Livestock in 
protecting animal health, farmer incomes 
and national food and nutrition security.”
The 300 freeze-free cold boxes will 
enhance the Ministry’s capacity to safely 
store and transport vaccines for livestock 
vaccination campaigns, contributing to 
reduced vaccine wastage, improved cold 
chain reliability and more timely vaccination 
in the field. In total, the equipment will 
support service delivery to farmers in 116 
districts and more than 900 agricultural 
camps nationwide, as well as key technical 
units at Ministry headquarters. In addition, 
11 cooler boxes have been allocated to 
three units at the Ministry’s headquarters in 
Lusaka; 5 to the Disease Control Unit, 1 to 
the Tsetse Control Unit and 5 to the Central 
Veterinary Research Institute (CVRI).

Minister of Fisheries and Livestock, 
Honourable Eng. Peter Kapala, noted that 
the equipment will enable the Government 
to reach far-flung areas of the country. 
He thanked WFP for the timely gesture, 
acknowledging the challenges previously 
faced in ensuring vaccines were stored 
at the correct temperatures during 

transportation.

Vaccination of livestock is a cornerstone 
of animal health and productivity. Healthy 
herds help diversify livelihoods, stabilise 
farmer incomes and strengthen household 
and national food security. By expanding 
access to reliable cold chain equipment, 
WFP and the Ministry aim to reduce the 
spread of infectious diseases among 
animals and from animals to humans, 
contributing to broader food and nutrition 
security in Zambia.

Patson Daka Joins WFP as Goodwill 
Ambassador to Champion Zero Hunger
On 3 December 2025, 
the United Nations World 
Food Programme (WFP) 
officially announced the 
appointment of Zambian 
international soccer star 
Patson Daka as a WFP 
Goodwill Ambassador. 
Daka will use his influence 
on and off the pitch to raise 
awareness and advocate 
for WFP’s mission to end 
hunger, focusing on youth 
engagement, nutrition, 
resilience building, and 
community development.

Daka’s rise from Zambia’s 
local soccer ranks to 
international success 
now playing as a striker 
for Leicester City FC 
and the Zambia national 

team makes him a powerful voice for change. As a Goodwill 
Ambassador, he will spotlight WFP programmes such as 
school feeding, emergency response, and resilience building, 
encouraging fans and communities to “Team Up for Zero Hunger.

“I am deeply honoured to be named a Goodwill Ambassador for 
WFP in Zambia,” said Daka. “Growing up here, I saw firsthand 

how hunger affects families and holds back potential. This role 
is more than a title it’s a commitment to ensure every child has 
access to the food and nutrition they need to thrive, dream, and 
succeed.”

Speaking at the unveiling ceremony, Cissy Kabasuuga, WFP 
Country Representative. “Patson embodies teamwork and 
perseverance. His voice will help us reach new audiences 
especially young people with the message that good nutrition is 
fundamental to empowering the next generation.”

This appointment reinforces WFP’s ongoing collaboration with 
the Government of Zambia and partners to strengthen food 
systems, support smallholder farmers, and build resilience 
against climate shocks ensuring that no one is left behind in the 
fight against hunger.
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The visit concluded with recommendations to expedite equipment 
delivery, strengthen staffing, and finalize minor facility adjustments. 
Once completed, the refurbished laboratory will stand as a strategic 
investment in Zambia’s public health infrastructure, reinforcing the 
country’s commitment to polio eradication and broader disease 
surveillance.

In Katete District of Eastern province Zambia, health workers, peer 
educators, and community champions are rewriting the story of 
adolescent health, one initiative, one conversation, one life at a 
time.

A joint team from the Ministry of Health and the World Health 
Organization (WHO) recently visited Katete District on a field 
monitoring mission. The purpose was to assess and support 
Quality Improvement (QI) projects designed to enhance adolescent 
health services.

These projects, launched after a February training under the 
Reducing Adolescent Pregnancies and New HIV Infections in 
Zambia (RAPHIZ) initiative, are tackling persistent challenges such 
as teenage pregnancies, sexually transmitted infections, and new 
HIV cases.

The visit highlighted resilience and innovation, including the 
transformation of a dusty room at Chibolya Health Center into 
a youth-friendly space offering private, stigma-free access to 
contraception and health advice, alongside a QI initiative targeting 
reduced STI rates.

“We wanted to create a space where young people feel welcome and 
not judged,” said Mirriam Chisamba, the facility’s in-charge. The 
center’s Qi project aims to reduce STI rates from 61% to 40% in just 
six months, with a bold strategy focused on normalizing condom 
use and eliminating stigma.

Kamiza Rural Health Center found a creative way to reach its 
community. When a drama group formed to raise awareness about 
teenage pregnancy faced funding constraints that limited their 
mobility, instead of giving up, they adapted. “We’ll perform right here 
at the facility,” said nurse Leonard Kasaro. “If the community can’t 
come to us, we’ll bring the message to them.” Their performances 
are now drawing crowds of adolescents and parents, sparking 
conversations that were once considered a taboo.
At Kafumbwe Rural Health Center, health workers and community 

volunteers are confronting harmful myths. “Many people in our 
community believe that family planning causes sterility in individuals 
who haven’t had children,” said Majory Mbewe, a peer educator.  
With access to seven schools, peer educators such as Boniface 
Phiri are now leading candid discussions with pupils, helping shift 
perceptions and empowering informed choices.

Despite these inspiring efforts, challenges persist. Many facilities 
lack trained staff in long-acting reversible contraception, a type of 
birth control that prevent pregnancy for years but can be removed 
anytime a woman wants to have a baby. Outreach efforts are 
constrained by limited resources, and documentation remains 
inconsistent. Yet the commitment is unwavering.

Provincial Health Director Dr. Matthew Ng’ambi emphasized the 
importance of culturally sensitive approaches and deeper data 
analysis. “We must understand the context,” he said. “What we see 
as a challenge may be socially accepted. We need balance.”

The visit concluded with a renewed sense of purpose. The message 
was clear: adolescent health is not just a program; it is a promise. 
As one peer educator put it, “We’re not just changing statistics. We’re 
changing lives.”

Katete’s bold steps: Transforming adolescent health, one 
initiative at a time
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Strengthening Zambia’s public health: WHO walk-through 
at UTH virology laboratory

On 13 November 2025, the WHO Country Office in Zambia led 
a walk-through visit to the Virology Laboratory at the University 
Teaching Hospital (UTH) in Lusaka. The visit, attended by WHO 
Country Representative, Dr Clement Peter Lasuba, WHO staff 
from the EPI cluster, the GPEI Coordinator, and representatives 
from the Ministry of Health’s Laboratory Services, aimed to 
review progress on the refurbishment of the National Polio 
Laboratory, a cornerstone of Zambia’s disease surveillance and 
outbreak preparedness.

The UTH Virology Laboratory plays a critical role in Zambia’s 
health security. It serves as the national facility for the Polio 
Eradication Programme and the National Influenza Centre, 
while also supporting routine surveillance for measles, rubella, 
rotavirus, and yellow fever. Its strategic importance is amplified 
by Zambia’s geographic position, sharing borders with countries 
that continue to report circulating vaccine-derived polioviruses 
(cVDPVs). Rapid detection and response are essential to 
maintain Zambia’s polio free status and prevent potential 
outbreaks.

The refurbishment project, implemented by eHealth Africa 
with WHO support and Gates Foundation funding, is now 98% 
complete. Civil works on both floors have progressed well, 
though adjustments, such as separating environmental and 
acute flaccid paralysis (AFP) laboratory spaces and adding 
extraction and amplification rooms, extended the timeline. 
Wider door installations and consideration for a P3 laboratory 

remain pending, with the latter seen as vital for handling high-
risk pathogens under the One Health framework.
The upgraded facility will soon integrate genomic sequencing 
capabilities using MinIon technology, positioning Zambia within 
the Global Polio Laboratory Network’s sequencing network. This 
advancement will significantly enhance outbreak investigation 
and response capacity.

While the laboratory is equipped with essential instruments 
like PCR machines and biosafety cabinets, some equipment 
procured through eHealth Africa and WHO has yet to arrive, 
raising concerns about meeting handover timelines. Additional 
needs include backup power solutions, air conditioning, and 
replacement of aging centrifuges. Human resource gaps were 
also noted, with only two full-time staff currently available despite 
anticipated workload increases from expanded sequencing and 
wastewater-based surveillance.

WHO emphasized the importance of capacity building and 
securing additional staff positions. Several experienced 
professionals, previously let go due to funding cuts, are 
volunteering at the lab and could be considered for permanent 
engagement to sustain operations.
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On 17 June 2025, the United Nations in Zambia proudly appointed 24 outstanding Zambian individuals as Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDG) Supporters. Their mission: to champion the Global Goals and accelerate progress towards a better, more sustainable 
future for all.

Since their appointment, these advocates have been at the forefront of change—driving awareness through powerful advocacy, 
dynamic outreach, vibrant social media engagement, and active participation in key events alongside the UN, Government, and 
partners.

Get to know the faces behind the movement! Here’s a glimpse of who they are:

Chaka Nyathando (Pompi)  
Gospel singer and entrepreneur

 SDG 1 (No Poverty)

Lulu Haangala-Wood 
Creative Entrepreneur

SDG 3 (Good health and Well-being) 

Wezi Mhone 
Music Artiste and Human Rights Activist

SDG 4 (Quality Education)

Esther Chungu 
Performing and Recording Gospel Artist

SDG 2 (Zero Hunger)

Chungu Chintelelwe 
Actor and Gender Activist 
SDG 5 (Gender Equality)

Brian Bwembya (B’ Flow) 
Musician and Social Advocate 

SDG 5 (Gender Equality)

Chieftainess Kawaza 
Traditional leader & Anti-GBV Advocate 

SDG 5 (Gender Equality)

Chief Madzimawe 
Traditional leader & Anti-GBV Advocate

SDG 5 (Gender Equality)

Dr Kachinga Sichizya  
Neurosurgeon and Author

 SDG 3 (Good health and Well-being)

Caroline Sakala   
Electrical Engineer, Energy Management 

and Auditing Expert 
SDG 7 (Affordable and Clean Energy)

Dumisani Ncube (Radical 
Entreprenuer)   

Entrepreneur and Motivational Speaker 
SDG 8 (Decent Work and Economic 

Growth)

Florence Jedidiah Mulenga 
Corporate Social Responsibility Specialist

 SDG 6 (Clean Water and Sanitation) 

Meet the UN Zambia SDG Supporters for 2025–2027
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Samuel Machishi 
Broadcast Journalist 

SDG 9 (Industry, Innovation and 
Infrastructure) 

Barbra Banda 
Professional Footballer 

SDG 10 (Reduced Inequalities)

Professor Owen Sichone 
Anthropologist

 SDG 16 (Peace, Justice and Strong 
Institutions)

Patrick Shawa 
Nature Conservationist, Environmental 

Rights Advocate 
 SDG 15 (Life on Land)

Mwaka Mugala 
Actress, Filmmaker and Philanthropist

 SDG 12 (Responsible Consumption and 
Production)

Linah Daizy Zulu 
Broadcaster and Advocate for Social 

Change
SDG 17 (Partnerships for the Goals)

Mulenga Kapwepwe 
Author and Social Activist

SDG 17 (Partnerships for the Goals)

Susan K Phiri 
Advocate for reducing inequalities 
SDG 10 (Reduced Inequalities)

Natasha Mwansa 
Global Impact Maker and Advocate

 SDG 11 (Sustainable Cities and 
Communities) 

John Mvula  
Lawyer 

SDG 14 (Life below water)

Revan Phiri 
Climate Activist and Environmentalist

SDG 13 (Climate Action)

Abel Hangoma (Radical Farmer) 
Organic Farmer

SDG 13 (Climate Action)

UN Zambia SDG Supporters for 2025–2027 Cont.
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Transforming the AIDS response through collective 
action: Zambia’s renewed leadership on HIV Prevention
As the 2025 World AIDS Day theme called for for countries 
to overcoming disruption, transforming the AIDS response, 
Zambia closed 2025 with renewed commitment and leadership 
for HIV prevention. At a time when global funding cuts threaten 
the continuity of HIV prevention services, the country has 
taken significant steps to acknowledge the need to protect the 
gains made and reinforce its leadership for a multisectoral and 
sustainable AIDS response. 

The two-day HIV Prevention Symposium, under the theme: 
‘’Accelerating, sustaining, and innovating HIV Prevention in a 
Rapidly Changing Global Landscape’’ held on 26–27 November 
in Lusaka, brought together more than 200 participants from 
government, development partners, civil society organizations, 
faith based organizations, academia, the private sector, youth 
groups and community networks including the Network of 
People Living with HIV, Adolescent Girls and Young Women, Key 
Populations, and People Living with Disabilities. 

Organized under the leadership of the Ministry of Health and the 
National HIV/AIDS/STI/TB Council (NAC), with joint support from 
Evidence Action, UNFPA, and UNAIDS, the Symposium’s objectives 
were to share the latest plans and evidence on HIV Prevention 
but also gather critical recommendations from the different 
constituencies and expert panel discussions. Zambia still records 
around 30,000 new HIV infections a year, with adolescents and 
young people being particularly affected. 

Adoption of the Zambia HIV Prevention Symposium 
Communiqué
The key outcome of the symposium was the adoption of the HIV 

Prevention Symposium Communiqué, a collective commitment 
that outlines multisectoral actions for the Ministry of Health, 
NAC, UN partners and Civil Society Organizations, to strengthen 
prevention efforts in line with the HIV Prevention Roadmap 2025–
2030. The Communiqué reaffirms that HIV prevention remains 
at the centre of Zambia’s AIDS response and calls for greater 
accountability mechanisms, expanded community-led action, 
stronger domestic financing, integration of HIV within broader 
health systems, and scaled-up access to combination prevention 
tools, including oral and injectable Pre-Exposure Prophylaxis 
(PrEP).

A key achievement emerging from the Symposium was the 
revitalized collaboration across sectors, especially with the faith 
community and the private sector. Faith leaders emphasized 
their willingness to strengthen HIV education and stigma-
reduction work within congregations in 2026, while private sector 
representatives committed to expanding partnerships with the 
health sector including integrating HIV services into the National 
Health Insurance Scheme to ensure sustainable financing. 

Bishop Professor Joshua Banda Joseph Banda, Chair of the 
Global Fund Country Coordinating Mechanism, expressed his 
commitment to scale up precision prevention to reach every 
person left behind: “From the faith community, we welcome 
enhanced Precision prevention strategies, which enable us to 
allocate resources where they matter most and ensure that every 
single person in the community is included”.
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Zambia’s World AIDS Day launches the 2025-2030 HIV 
Prevention Strategy and Lenacapavir 

The 2025 World AIDS Day commemoration on 1 December 
was held in Kuku Grounds, Lusaka, and served to officiate the 
commitments made at the previous HIV Prevention Symposium 
held in Lusaka from 26-27 November, through the official launch 
the 2025–2030 HIV Prevention Roadmap by the Honourable 
Minister of Health Dr. Elijah J. Muchima. The Minister reaffirmed 
Zambia’s unwavering commitment to ending AIDS as a public 
health threat by 2030, despite the recent reductions in donor 
support. He highlighted Zambia’s remarkable progress in the AIDS 
response, including reducing new HIV infections by half since 
2010 and commended stakeholders for the continued scale-up 
of life-saving services over the past year: “Zambia must not lose 
momentum. AIDS is not over, and a transformative approach is 
required to mitigate risks and accelerate our response” said Dr 
Muchima.  “We must turn disruption into a driver of innovation, 
resilience, and transformation”.

A major milestone of the commemoration was also the official 
launch of Lenacapavir, a long-acting injectable HIV prevention 
option, which provides protection for six months with a single 
injection and is particularly promising for adolescent girls, young 
women, and key populations who face significant barriers in 
adhering to daily oral PrEP options. Zambia is now among the 
first countries in Africa to introduce this method as part of its HIV 
prevention strategy.

Young People at the Centre of HIV Prevention
Young people were a central presence throughout the 2025 
National HIV Prevention Symposium and the World AIDS Day 
commemoration. Health promotion stands led by civil society 
organizations and implementing partners provided adolescents 
and young adults with accessible information and demonstrations 
on HIV testing, PrEP, VMMC, and self-care interventions during 
the symposium. Their participation turned prevention into an 
empowering experience rather than a clinical message. 

Looking ahead, Zambia is already building on the commitments 
made during the HIV Prevention Symposium. The next steps 
include drafting a policy brief based on the HIV Prevention 
Roadmap to support dissemination and advocacy efforts, and 
organizing a follow-up high-level stakeholder dialogue in 2026 
targeted to specific sectoral to accelerate the implementation of 
the Prevention Roadmap’s strategic directions, and preparing for 
the GC8 Global Fund Request.

Zambia is demonstrating that even in the face of disruptions, 
progress is possible. By transforming its HIV prevention landscape 
and mobilizing collective action, the country is reinforcing its 
determination to end AIDS as a public health threat by 2030.
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ECA Sub-Regional Office for Southern Africa Joins Global 
Campaign to End Digital Violence Against Women and Girls
The Economic Commission for Africa, Sub-Regional Office for 
Southern Africa (ECA SRO-SA)  joined the global observance of 
the 2025 16 Days of Activism against Gender-Based Violence 
campaign, which ran from 25 November to 10 December, 2025, 
under the theme “Unite to End Digital Violence against All Women 
and Girls.”

The campaign addressed the alarming rise in digital violence 
and ECA SRO-SA used this critical platform to amplify messages 
supporting women entrepreneurs across Southern Africa, 
emphasizing the intrinsic link between digital safety and economic 
empowerment.

“Development is freedom, and freedom is development. Digital 
violence threatens women’s empowerment and progress,” 
said Bineswaree Bolaky, Gender Focal Point at ECA SRO-SA. 
“At ECA SRO-SA, we champion women’s economic and digital 
empowerment through the African Continental Free Trade Area 
(AfCFTA)’s Digital Trade and Women and Youth in Trade Protocols. 
We are empowering women entrepreneurs to leverage digital 
technologies safely because digital trade must happen in a trusted, 
well-regulated space that protects women and enables them to 
transform their lives, families, and nations.”

ECA SRO-SA has been actively supporting women entrepreneurs 
to take advantage of opportunities presented by the AfCFTA 
Agreement. Under its twin Protocols on Digital Trade and Women 
and Youth in Trade, the office is working to ensure women can 
leverage digital technologies for trade while operating in safe and 
regulated environments.

The connection between digital safety and economic development 
is clear: when women face harassment, threats, or violence 
online, their ability to participate fully in the digital economy is 
compromised. Creating secure digital spaces is therefore essential 

for achieving gender equality and sustainable development across 
the continent.

The 16 Days of Activism campaign underscores the urgent need 
for comprehensive laws and policies that protect women and 
girls from digital violence. ECA SRO-SA calls on governments, the 
private sector, and civil society organizations across Southern 
Africa to:

•	 Strengthen legal frameworks to address all forms of digital 
violence

•	 Improve regulation of digital platforms to ensure accountability
•	 Invest in digital literacy and safety education for women and 

girls
•	 Create reporting mechanisms and support systems for 

victims of digital abuse
•	 Promote gender-responsive digital policies that center 

women’s safety and empowerment

The 16 Days of Activism against Gender-Based Violence is an 
international campaign that runs annually from the 25 November 
(International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women) 
to the 10 December (Human Rights Day). The campaign mobilizes 
governments, organizations, and individuals worldwide to take 
action to end violence against women and girls in all its forms.

The ECA Sub-Regional Office for Southern Africa supports member 
states in the region to advance economic and social development 
through research, policy advice, and technical assistance. The 
office places emphasis on gender equality, women’s economic 
empowerment, and inclusive trade.
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Health Facility Solar Electrification Lights Up Health Care 
in Rural Zambia
As night fell over Mwalumina village, a new light emerged. For the 
first time, Mwalumina Rural Health Center and its staff homes 
glowed with solar-powered electricity, marking the start of a new 
chapter for healthcare in this community of nearly 10,000 people.

For years, health workers delivered babies by mobile phone 
flashlights, patients carried their own water, and immunizations 
were often disrupted. The lack of electricity led to unsafe night 
deliveries, increased home births, and long referrals to Chongwe 
Hospital that is 38 km away. Now, with reliable solar power, the 
facility is safer, more dignified and better equipped to serve 
mothers, children and the entire community.

This milestone is part of the Health Facility Solar Electrification 
(HFSE) initiative, launched by the Government of the Republic of 
Zambia with support from Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, WHO, and 
UNICEF. Mwalumina is the first fully solar-electrified rural health 
facility under the programme, which will expand to 250 sites 
nationwide.

Solarization means far more than light. It enables:
•	 Safe deliveries at night, with proper lighting and sterile 

conditions.
•	 Reliable vaccine storage through electric-powered 

refrigerators, protecting children against preventable diseases.
•	 Improved immunization coverage, with services closer to 

families.
•	 Operational efficiency, reducing dependence on costly diesel 

and enhancing staff security and retention.

“The inconsistency in power not only reduced community trust 
but also increased the risk of outbreaks,” said Facility In-Charge 
Shelline Phiri. With solar energy, those gaps are closing.

Public health nurse Smart Tonga added: “With the sun powering 
our facility, we now have bigger vaccine storage capacity and no 
more worries about temperature fluctuations. This means stronger 
protection for newborns, mothers and our entire community.”

HFSE builds on the Cold Chain Equipment Optimization Platform 
(CCEOP), which previously focused on solar-powered fridges. This 
pilot goes further, powering entire facilities, including staff homes 
and digital health tools. Lessons from HFSE will guide future 
investments and potentially scale to all rural facilities in Zambia.

For the community, the impact is immediate. “We are all very 
happy and grateful for this improvement,” said grandmother Rodah 
Kabesha. “Our health facility continues to give life and care to our 
children and the whole community.”

Beyond healthcare, HFSE contributes to climate resilience by 
cutting reliance on diesel and aligning with Zambia’s Eight National 
Development Plan. For health workers, it restores dignity and 
confidence. For families, it means vaccines nearby, safer care, and 
fewer long journeys.

What began in darkness now shines with possibility. With partners 
like Gavi, WHO, and UNICEF, Zambia is not just powering health 
facilities - it is powering a healthier, more equitable future for every 
child.
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Empower small businesses with knowledge—ignite 
Zambia’s clean energy future
Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) are central to 
promoting decent work, economic growth, and social justice. Yet, 
they often face low productivity, poor working conditions, and high 
vulnerability to shocks. Women, youth, and informal economy 
entrepreneurs are particularly constrained.

In Zambia’s Eastern Province, a clean energy project is offering 
new opportunities but it also exposes a challenge: many MSMEs 
lack the skills to fully benefit from renewable energy.

The UN Joint SDG Fund is supporting a one-year initiative, 
Accelerating Deployment and Adoption of Renewable Energy 
Technologies in Zambia, implemented by ILO, UNDP, and UNICEF. 
The project aims to help communities switch to renewable energy 
while improving livelihoods.

Solar mini-grids now power hammer mills, welding shops, 
salons, and block-making machines. Entrepreneurs enjoy reliable 
electricity, better services, and new jobs. However, many still 
struggle to compete due to limited knowledge of renewable energy 
and business management.

Most small business owners have little or no training in maintaining 
solar equipment, managing costs, or using energy efficiently. This 
gap restricts growth and productivity.

Getrude Phiri, who runs a solar-powered hammer mill in Chitandika 
Village, says: “The energy is reliable but expensive. We need 
subsidies and training to make solar more affordable.”

Simon Makowane, a welder in Champion Village, echoes: “We had 

the skills for metalwork, but not for energy. The solar grid helped, 
but we still need knowledge to expand.”

At just 23, Joyce Nyirenda owns a thriving solar-powered salon 
and barbershop in Chitandika. Her business is creating jobs for 
others. “We can’t wait for jobs to come to us. We must create them. 
Renewable energy gives us a chance but only if we understand how 
to use it,” she said, urging other youth to embrace clean energy.

Sarafina Nyirenda, 38, uses a solar-powered block-making 
machine: “With solar, I can work anytime. This changed my life. But 
many women in my village don’t know how to use these tools. We 
need more training and affordable equipment. If more women had 
what I have, our whole community would rise.”

Her call reflects the project’s broader goal: empowering local 
entrepreneurs, especially women and youth, to drive Zambia’s just 
energy transition.

Today, the Chitandika solar plant powers over 200 households and 
several businesses. Yet many entrepreneurs still rely on trial and 
error, risking losses and equipment damage.

Peter Zulu, a trader in Chipata’s Downtown area, sees education as 
key: “People don’t know how to use or dispose of these products. 
When customers understand the benefits, they invest. That means 
more sales for us and a cleaner environment for everyone.”

This initiative demonstrates that while renewable energy provides 
the power, training and skills are the real spark for MSMEs to grow, 
compete, and contribute to Zambia’s sustainable future.
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Powering Progress: Clean Energy Innovations Transform 
Nkhundye’s Farming Community

Eastern Province is witnessing a quiet but powerful 
transformation—one driven not by fossil fuels, but by the sun, 
water, and biomass. Through the Joint Sustainable Development 
Goals (JSDG) Project, rural communities in Chipata, Mambwe, 
Lundazi, and Petauke districts are adopting renewable energy 
solutions that are improving livelihoods, creating green jobs, and 
strengthening resilience to climate change.

The United Nations in Zambia is through the International 
Labour Organization (ILO), United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP), and United Nations Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF), implementing a one-year initiative aimed to accelerate 
the deployment and adoption of clean energy solutions across 
Zambia. For rural entrepreneurs, farmers, and technical training 
institutions, the project is more than an energy intervention—it is 
a lifeline for economic diversification, productivity, and sustainable 
growth.

Led by the ILO, the initiative has equipped 40 micro, small, and 
medium enterprises (MSMEs), alongside instructors from technical 
education, vocational, and entrepreneurship training (TEVET) 
institutions in Eastern Province, with critical skills to support 
Zambia’s clean energy transition. By strengthening business 
innovation among entrepreneurs and integrating renewable 
energy into training curricula, the UN Joint SDG Fund programme 
is fostering an enabling ecosystem for inclusive green growth, job 
creation, and the practical adoption of clean energy solutions.

A Model of Rural Energy Transformation
At the heart of this transformation is Nkhundye, a vibrant farming 
community of approximately 600 households, located 50 
kilometres east of Petauke town. Surrounded by fertile fields, fresh 
air, and abundant natural resources, Nkhundye offers a glimpse 
into the future of rural electrification powered by clean energy.
The community has embraced solar and bioenergy technologies 
for household use and agro-processing—innovations that are 
strengthening food security, reducing household costs, and 
opening new market opportunities for farmers.

A major milestone is the establishment of a biogas mini-energy 
facility that now meets the energy needs of all households in 
the area. The biogas provides clean lighting and cooking fuel, 
while also powering a generator that pumps water to community 
vegetable gardens—supporting year-round food production and 
improving nutrition.

From Livestock to Livelihoods
Central to this system is a communal kraal with the capacity to 
hold 300 cattle. According to George Sakala, Chairperson of the 
Nkhundye Community Cooperative, the success of the initiative is 
rooted in collective action and shared vision.

“Without the commitment of our farmers and the unity of purpose 
in this community, we would not have been able to build the kraal 

or the biogas network that now powers our homes,” he said.
The kraal not only protects livestock from predators at night, but 
also enables the daily collection of dung used to produce biogas. 
This has delivered far-reaching benefits—particularly for women.

Women no longer rely on firewood for cooking, significantly 
reducing exposure to harmful smoke and the risk of respiratory 
illnesses. The shift has also eliminated the burden of walking long 
distances to collect firewood and water. Today, households access 
clean water from a shared borehole with storage tanks powered by 
solar pumps and biogas energy.

Affordable, Inclusive, and Life-Changing Energy
Homes located within a 100-metre radius of the biogas facility are 
connected through a network of underground pipes. Households 
beyond this range receive biogas in portable 200-litre inflatable 
bags, which last between three and five days. Importantly, the 
energy is accessed free of charge—ensuring no household is left 
behind.

One beneficiary, Finess Phiri, shared how the initiative has 
transformed her daily life:
“I am very happy with this initiative because it has reduced the time 
we used to spend looking for firewood. Cooking is now easier, and 
I have more time to attend to other chores at home and work in 
the fields.”

Scaling Up for Sustainability
Building on the success of the project, the community has begun 
constructing a second kraal with the capacity to hold 1,000 cattle. 
Once completed, it will enable Nkhundye to be fully self-sufficient in 
energy production while further reducing pressure on surrounding 
forests.

A beneficiary who received training under the initiative, Sakala 
says the long-term vision is to replicate the model across Petauke 
district and beyond. “We want other villages to see that clean 
energy is possible, affordable, and sustainable. By using what we 
already have, we can protect our environment, create jobs, and 
improve our quality of life,” he said.

In Nkhundye, clean energy is not just powering homes—it is 
powering progress, dignity, and a more sustainable future for 
generations to come.
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Brighter Vision Through Cooperation: Government, 
UNHCR, and a Danish Optometrist Provide Eye Care for 
Refugee and Host Communities
A unique partnership between the Government of the Republic 
of Zambia, UNHCR, and Danish optometrist Dr. Finn Juncker is 
helping restore eyesight to people with correctable vision problems 
living in refugee-hosting communities across Zambia.

Through annual mobile eye clinics, the initiative brings free, 
essential eye care to areas where access remains limited, 
including the rural Mayukwayukwa Settlement in Kaoma district 
(Western Province) and Meheba Settlement in Kalumbila district 
(Northwestern Province), as well as the Makeni and Chipata 
compounds in Lusaka, where many refugees live. The clinics aim 
to assist people with near-sightedness (myopia), farsightedness 
(hyperopia), astigmatism, and age-related difficulty focusing on 
close objects (presbyopia).

Dr. Juncker travels to Zambia each year to screen as many people 
as possible during a 10-day outreach programme and provides 
eyeglasses tailored to their needs. This year’s outreach served 
hundreds of refugees and Zambians, many of whom received 
professional eye care for the first time. Among them were  
Charlotte Mbombo, a Congolese refugee, and Beatrice Kabengele, 
a Zambian resident of Lusaka, both of whom experienced life-
changing improvements after receiving eyeglasses.

“As a woman living with a disability, accessing health services 
is often difficult for me. These glasses will change my daily life 
and restore my confidence,” said Mbombo, who attended the 
free eye screening at the community outreach centre in Chipata 
Compound.

“Accessing eye care is expensive for an ordinary person in Zambia, 
and this outreach clinic has truly helped people like me,” added 
Beatrice.

Beyond addressing immediate eye care needs, the initiative 
also fostered a strong sense of community support. Ms. Helen 
Mebrahtu, Officer-in-Charge at the UNHCR Multi-Country Office 
in Lusaka, expressed appreciation for the collaboration: “We 
are grateful for Dr. Juncker’s commitment to providing eye care 
solutions for refugees and the Zambians who host them. We 
also thank colleagues and outreach volunteers for mobilizing 
the community to ensure that the most vulnerable people were 

brought to the clinic to access this much-needed service.”

Many beneficiaries initially approached the clinics with hesitation, 
but Dr. Juncker’s patient approach quickly put them at ease. Using 
his portable autorefractor-keratometer, he conducted thorough 
eye screenings on-site. The costs of the clinics were jointly covered 
by Dr. Juncker, the Office of the Commissioner for Refugees, and 
UNHCR. Each patient received a pair of eyeglasses, brought to 
Zambia through donations, completely free of charge.

Zambia’s Commissioner for Refugees, Mr. Tovine D. Kaneneka, 
highlighted the programme’s broader impact: “Improved vision 
enhances quality of life and empowers people to seize new 
opportunities despite past hardships.”

The ripple effects extend far beyond vision correction. Each pair 
of glasses symbolizes dignity, inclusion, and renewed hope. As Dr. 
Juncker returns to Denmark, the results of his work continue to 
inspire. This initiative demonstrates that a simple act of care can 
spark lasting transformation, reminding us that sometimes vision 
is not just about sight, but about seeing the possibilities within 
ourselves.
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UNFPA Collaborates with Faith Leaders to End Child 
Marriage
Across Zambia, an important cultural change is taking shape. It 
is led by a long‑respected community institution: the Anglican 
Church. Determined to shield young women and girls from the 
harmful effects of child marriage, the Church has come together 
with one clear and united position for all to support.

The effort, led by the Zambia Anglican Council Outreach 
Programmes (ZACOP) in partnership with UNFPA, hosted a key 
capacity-building workshop. This event brought together over 25 
leading faith leaders from across the nation to share experiences 
and confront the serious reality of early marriages.

The process concluded with a formal declaration, signed by The 
Most Reverend Dr. Albert Chama, Presiding Bishop of the Zambia 
Anglican Council and Archbishop of the Church of the Province of 
Central Africa. His signature confirms a united commitment that 
stretches across the region.

Focusing on the Impact
Religious leaders recognize their unique power to drive change that 
supports both cultural norms and legal enforcement, particularly 
Zambia’s Marriage Amendment Act No. 13 of 2023.

During the workshop, discussions focused intensely on the trauma 
caused by child marriage: the loss of educational opportunities; the 
health risks from a rise in adolescent pregnancies; and the greater 
vulnerability to HIV among young people, especially in rural areas.

The leaders also examined why the practice persists. They 
identified how poverty, climate change, and established negative 
social norms combine, sometimes forcing families to use early 
marriage as a desperate coping mechanism.

From Discussion to Action
Following the training, the faith leaders created a clear plan: to 
embed the message that child marriage is illegal and that it violates 
spiritual principles into every part of church life. The strategy 
focuses on Family Safety by mobilizing families to actively protect 
young girls, and on Information First by championing continuous 
information sharing as the main preventive measure.

To ensure this effort lasts, the Church is making it official by 
integrating child protection dialogues into existing structures 
such as Synods, Bible study groups, and parish programmes. 
This commitment was immediately visible: on the weekend of 11 
October, clergy dedicated specific sermons to the issue, marking 
the International Day of the Girl Child.

Spreading the Message
The energy from the workshop has quickly led to visible action in 
the dioceses. Using a training model in which learned knowledge 
is widely shared, the initial group of clergy is now ensuring that 
protective measures reach the provincial level. This includes 
active community outreach through radio broadcasts and sports 
activities.

These efforts create safe environments for open dialogue. Youth 
organizations such as the Girls Brigade, are also running creative 
discussion sessions, while trained clergy have started serving on 
local child protection committees, providing essential support to 
survivors and tracking progress in their communities.

The work undertaken by the Anglican Church and UNFPA goes 
far beyond policy; it is about restoring the fundamental rights and 
futures of Zambia’s young women and men, and their communities.
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Better Farming, Safer Food: Regina Chilonga’s Journey to 
Antimicrobial Stewardship in Nangoma

On the slopes of Nangoma Camp in Mumbwa District, Regina 
Chilonga has built a thriving agribusiness, turning knowledge 
and determination into a powerful story of resilience and 
transformation.

After losing her husband in Kitwe over three decades ago, Regina 
sought a fresh start in Nangoma in 2010. Beginning with broiler 
chickens, she soon shifted to free-range poultry due to disease 
and management challenges. While easier to manage, the slow 
growth of free-range birds meant her income remained limited and 
struggled to meet her daily needs.

To overcome challenges, she diversified into goats, sheep, turkeys 
and pigeons while cultivating maize, legumes, vegetables and 
citrus on the hillside. She built a home and productive homestead, 
but broiler production still faced disease outbreaks and recurring 
losses.

In 2024, Regina’s journey took a major step forward when she 
joined a Broiler Farmer Field School supported by the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and funded 
by the UK Fleming Fund, in collaboration with the Government of 
the Republic of Zambia. The training equipped her with practical 
skills in good husbandry, biosecurity, vaccination and responsible 
antimicrobial use, giving her the confidence to safely return to 
broiler production while reducing reliance on medicines and 
preventing drug-resistant infections.

Overall, she witnessed a production system in which broiler 
chickens were raised without disease challenges or stunted 
growth, and consequently, without the use of antimicrobials. 
She also learned the rational use of antimicrobials when truly 

necessary, including the importance of observing withdrawal 
periods before marketing to protect public health. “The biggest 
lesson I learned was prevention,” she said, explaining how her 
approach has transformed. “Healthy chickens are the result of 
good management every day, not medicines when it is too late.”

Today, disinfectant basins at the doorways of her poultry houses 
ensure that no one enters without first cleaning their boots. Feed 
and water are managed properly, and vaccination schedules are 
followed without delay. Accurate record-keeping allows her to 
track progress and quickly identify issues. The difference is visible: 
healthier birds, fewer losses, better profits, and less dependence 
on antimicrobials.

With the newly acquired knowledge in broiler production, her 
monthly income specifically from broilers now exceeds ZMW 
15,000, enabling her to sustain herself and support workers who 
help to run the farm. This reliable income has enabled her to invest 
confidently in improved structures and plans to double production 
and mechanize operations in the near future.

Although Regina’s children are successful and supportive in their 
own careers and agribusiness ventures, she remains proudly self-
reliant, sustaining herself fully through her farming enterprise. “I 
have raised children who are now pursuing their own careers and 
agribusinesses, who support me,” she said warmly. “This farm 
helps me sustain myself and the workers who help me run it.”

The diversified farm combines poultry, vegetables, livestock and 
fruit trees, using conservation agriculture to protect soil, generate 
income and nutrition, and build resilience against climate variability 
and market shocks overall.

A retired teacher rebuilds her life through safer poultry farming, enhancing her income and 
promoting food safety for her community
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Prudential, WHO partnership: Solar electrification 
completed in eight health facilities

Zambia has reached a significant milestone in its efforts to 
strengthen health systems and improve service delivery by 
ensuring health facilities have access to sustainable electricity. 
Launched in February 2024, the Health Facility Solar Electrification 
(HFSE) Project aims to provide reliable and renewable energy 
to health facilities, particularly in rural and hard-to-reach areas. 
Electricity is essential for critical services such as vaccine storage, 
maternal care, and emergency response. In Zambia, the project 
targets more than 200 health facilities, with additional support 
from Prudential Zambia enabling solar installations in eight more 
sites.

Thanks to Prudential Zambia’s generous contribution, eight health 
facilities across Lusaka, Central, and Copperbelt provinces have 
been successfully equipped with solar power systems. Between 
10 and 15 November 2025, a joint WHO–Ministry of Health 
monitoring team visited these facilities to verify installation quality, 
assess user training, and ensure compliance with technical 
standards.

The facilities include Kasenga B Health Post and Chalimbana Rural 
Health Centre (Chongwe), Chikoswe Health Centre (Kafue), Nakoli 
Urban Health Centre (Kabwe), Changilo Health Post (Mkushi), 
Kawama and Luangwa Urban Health Centres (Kitwe), and Kaniki 
Rural Health Centre (Ndola). Installed systems range from 3kW 

to 10kW, providing sufficient power for lighting, refrigeration, and 
essential medical equipment.

The monitoring team confirmed that all facilities except one 
initially delayed due to wiring issues were fully electrified and 
operational by the end of November. Key achievements include: 
100% completion of planned installations across the eight sites; 
Improved coordination between WHO, the Ministry of Health, 
and Prudential Zambia; timely corrective actions by contractors 
following feedback; and strong ownership demonstrated by 
provincial and district health teams

Lessons from the project highlight the importance of real-time 
monitoring, effective communication with district health offices, 
and routine maintenance to sustain system performance. 

The initiative also underscores the role of solar power in mitigating 
the impact of loadshedding, which has disrupted health services 
in many urban and peri-urban areas. As Zambia moves forward, 
plans are underway for a formal close-out event and continued 
maintenance support to ensure sustainability. By embracing clean 
energy solutions, the country is paving the way for a greener, more 
resilient health system that protects lives and promotes well-being.
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Bridging Borders for Climate Action: Students from 
Zambia and Switzerland Share Climate Solutions through 
Youth Climate Dialogues
On October 23rd, the sun rose gently over Lusaka, lighting the 
eager faces of students from Stage Lodge B Secondary School 
and Chelstone Secondary School gathered at the United Nations 
Offices. This was no ordinary day. Through a virtual connection 
linking Zambia and St. Gallen, Switzerland, the Youth Climate 
Dialogue (YCD) began a lively exchange of ideas, innovations, 
cultures, and climate solutions.

The dialogue started with Zambian students showcasing 
innovations that repurpose waste into tools for sustainability. 
Their first demonstration involved using biogas in schools. With 
lively voices and models, they explained how organic waste from 
school kitchens could be converted into clean energy. “Instead of 
firewood, we now adopt new cooking methods by using biogas to 
cook school meals,” said Blessings Musonda proudly. “It is cheaper, 
cleaner, and helps protect our forests.”

Next, Mubeche Makeche a Grade 12 pupil from Chelstone 
demonstrated fire briquets made from agricultural waste. They 
displayed compact, smokeless briquets crafted from maize husks, 
sawdust, and paper scraps. “These briquets burn longer and 
reduce charcoal use,” explained another student. “We are not just 
saving trees; we are cutting on costs and promoting clean energy.”
Swiss students watched with admiration, inspired by their Zambian 
peers’ resourcefulness. But their creativity continued.

The Zambian students then unveiled their plastic recycling project. 
Once discarded waste was transformed into decorative items- 
wall hangings, flowerpots, and jewellery- under the theme’ waste 
to wonder. ‘ “Plastic does not have to pollute; it can inspire,” shared 
Christine Mulenga.

The event was full of energy as students exchanged ideas on 
climate mitigation, sustainable development, and youth- led 
advocacy. Students from State Lodge B in Zambia and St Gallen 
in Switzerland schools also highlighted how these projects were 
integrated into their curricula, encouraging students to think 
critically and act locally.

Swiss students shared their initiatives like rooftop gardens, 
composting clubs, and digital climate awareness campaigns. The 
virtual room became a hub of innovation, empathy, and shared 
purpose.

At the close, a Zambian student summed up the event: “We may 

be young, but we are not powerless. Climate change affects us all, 
and we are ready to lead.”

The Youth Climate Dialogue, part of the FACE- NDC project, did 
more than connect continents; it sparked a movement- one where 
youth are not mere participants but pioneers. From biogas to 
briquets, and plastics to purpose, these students demonstrated 
that the future of climate action is not just promising; it’s already 
happening.

Want to learn more about YCDs? Youth Climate Dialogue

https://www.uncclearn.org/global-projects/youth-climate-dialogue-2/
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Zambia’s cassava revolution: Women farmers lead the 
charge in climate-smart innovation

On a two-hectare plot in Kasama District, northern Zambia, 
Maureen Bwalya has turned cassava into a catalyst for change. 
Once reliant on low-yield practices, Maureen has transformed her 
farm, and her family’s future, through the European Union (EU)-
funded Sustainable Intensification of Farming Systems in Zambia 
(SIFAZ) Project, led by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations (FAO) in partnership with the International Maize 
and Wheat Improvement Center (CIMMYT) and the Ministry of 
Agriculture.

Cassava is one of Zambia’s most climate-resilient crops, thriving 
even under erratic rainfall. Through SIFAZ, farmers like Maureen 
have been trained in flatland intercropping (growing cassava 
alongside groundnuts and beans) to boost yields, enhance soil 
fertility, and reduce vulnerability to climate shocks.

By shifting from ridge planting to flatland cultivation and 
intercropping cassava with groundnuts, Maureen has more than 
doubled her yields and boosted household income. “With training 
from FAO and partners, I’ve learned to farm smarter,” said Maureen. 
“Our yields are higher, and we can now feed our families.”

Beyond production, SIFAZ promotes value addition by teaching 
farmers to process cassava into cakes, fritters, beverages, and 
other products that extend shelf life and increase market value. 
Maureen’s small processing venture has become a reliable source 
of income, even allowing her to purchase a motorcycle for product 

delivery, which is a powerful symbol of empowerment and success.
Her transformation has inspired her community, where fellow 
farmers are adopting FAO’s climate-smart techniques to strengthen 
food security, restore soil health, and build climate resilience.

“When smallholders see the benefits of improved practices in both 
yield and income, that’s when real transformation takes root,” said 
Geofrey Chomba, Assistant FAO Representative – Programmes, 
Zambia.

The project is implemented across 27 districts and promotes 
Sustainable Intensification Practices (SIPs). Technologies that 
increase productivity while conserving natural resources. Through 
lead farmer networks, knowledge is transferred to hundreds of 
“follower farmers,” multiplying impact at community level.

SIFAZ directly supports Zambia’s Vision 2030 and National 
Agricultural Policy, reinforcing FAO’s commitment to climate-
resilient and nutrition-sensitive agriculture. For women like 
Maureen, the initiative has unlocked not just productivity, but pride; 
proving that sustainable farming is the future of rural prosperity.

“FAO’s collaboration with partners under SIFAZ is helping 
smallholders like Maureen achieve more with less. Producing 
sustainably, diversifying incomes, and empowering women to lead 
agricultural change in their communities,” added Geofrey Chomba.

FAO-led project drives sustainable intensification and value addition for resilient livelihoods
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Photo Focus
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